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In Digital India - The ‘Virginity Test’
The government of India is focusing more on digital India, rather than
changing the mindset of the people. Women are treated as goddess Lakshmi in
the Indian culture. But the same women do not have any safety in this present
situation. Women play’s several roles in her whole life. But still women were
disrespected in some parts of modern India and degrading the status of
women. A bride from the Kanjarbhat community undergoes a ‘virginity
test’. After the marriage ceremonies are complete, the bride accompanies her
husband to a lodge; they’re given a white bedsheet, and a stipulated time
within which to consummate their marriage. The next morning, the groom
must display the bedsheet to members of the local panchayat. “Tula dilela
maal kasa aahe (How were the goods you received)?” the panch asks the
groom. If his wife bled during intercourse, and the sheet shows proof of this,
the groom replies with: “Khara. Khara. Khara. (True. True.True.)” If she
didn’t, and the sheet remained spotless, he must say: “Khota. Khota. Khota.
(False. False. False.)” The bride who doesn’t bleed on her wedding night is
believed to have engaged in premarital sex, and that’s when her ordeal truly
begins. The Kanjarbhats — also known as ‘Sansi’ or ‘Kanjar’ in North India
— are a one-time nomadic community from Rajasthan. Under The Criminal
Tribes Act, 1871, the British branded the Kanjarbhats as’criminals’ and the
tribe itself was denotified post-Independence. In the years since, the
Kanjarbhats have settled mostly in the urban and semiurban areas of
Maharashtra. However, the community still holds on too many of its old
practices — including the ‘virginity test’. Community elders defend the
practice; they say it’s a 400-year-old tradition. They do not believe it’s
demeaning to women; nor do they think the ‘test’ itself is unscientific and
inhuman.
SILVERI SRISHAILAM
Editor
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The villagers should be able to fill up forms digitally-MODI
PROBE NEWS : “The villages
should have a power connection,
LPG gas supply, the children should
receive vaccinations, the villagers
should be able to fill up forms
digitally,” Modi said during the
university’s convocation progra
mme. Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi visited northeastern states inaugurated several
developmental projects. During his
visit to Santiniketan he addressed
the students of Visva-Bharati to
turn 100 villages around Santini
ketan in Birbhum district of West
Bengal self-sufficient to mark the
central university’s centenary in
2021. The Prime Minister referred to
a few central projects such as
Swachh Bharat that would help
them in this effort. Modi also said he
was sorry to know about the nonavailability of drinking water in
Santiniketan. “As I was coming by
car, some children gestured to me
that they don’t even have drinking
water. As the chancellor, I tender my
apology,” Modi said at the beginning
of his speech. West Bengal chief
minister Mamata Banerjee was
present on the dais along with Prime
Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh
Hasina when Modi was speaking.
Hasina and Banerjee became the
first head of government of a foreign
country and the first chief minister
to be present during the ceremony.
This was Modi’s first visit to VisvaBharati, the only central university

of which he is the chancellor. “It is a
rare occasion where the prime
ministers of two countries are
present at the convocation
programme of a university,” said
Modi. However, in a major security
breach, a man broke the safety
cordon for Modi to give him a
portrait of Rabindranath Tagore at
the venue. “He was a global citizen
then, he is a global citizen now. In
many countries that I have visited, I
have seen people carrying his values
with deep respect. In Afghanistan,
everyone knows his story Kabuli
wala,” the Prime Minister said while
speaking of Tagore. Modi also said
t h a t Ta g o r e ’s e l d e r b r o t h e r
Satyendranath Tagore, the first
Indian to become an Indian Civil
Service officer, taught the poet
English literature in Ahmedabad.
“Gujarat also had a small contri
bution towards making the
personality of Tagore,” he said. Modi
and Hasina also inaugurated
Bangladesh Bhavan, a centre dedica
ted to the cultural cooperation
between the India and Bangladesh,
in the university campus.
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Congress and JD(S) Alliance

Have a Safe Journey
PROBE NEWS: - The Suspense
and drama ended in Karnataka
finally on May 25,2018 when
Congress and JD(S) alliance passed
floor test in assembly and swearing
JD(S) Supremo HD Deve Gowda son
Kumaraswamy as Chief Minister
and Congress KPCC President
Parameshwara as Deputy Chief
Minister succeeded in political race.
It was eyeballs to eyeballs ever since
it became clear on May 15 that
neither of the three parties in

best to win the trust vote. The both
parties no dialogue alliance, to
square the wave of BJP in nation
they indulged for three camps, six
consultations. The past history
reviles that the congress and JD(S)
collaboration will not give
sustainable governments to
knnadians. Earlier after joining
hands with the Congress, the JD(S)
suffered setback and eventually
broke with several leaders switching
sides and it is the only reason to limit

Karnataka would have enough
strength to form a government on its
own comfortably. Eventually the
Congress - JD(S) combine held its
nerves despite a formidable Amit
Shah-BS Yeddyurappa duo along
with the Reddy brothers trying their

the alliance only to form government
in the state this time. One faction in
the JD(S) opine that since the party
is yet to recover from past alliances it
is better not to consider alliance in
the upcoming elections. They have
brought the matter to the notice of
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JD(S) supremo HD Deve Gowda too.
However, they have left the final
decision to be taken by their high
command. The JD(S) and Congress
have been principal opponents and
share a history of antagonism, 57
percent MLAs of the JD(S) won
against Congress candidates. The
state has witnessed direct contest
between JD(S) and Congress from
1978 to 2004. The two parties have
taken turns to form the government
for two-and-a-half decades in the
state. In 2004, in a hung assembly
situation, the Congress and the
JD(S) formed a post poll alliance
which lasted for only two years.
There was severe tension in this
alliance which impacted the
performance of the government. The
truncated Janata Dal, rechristened
as JD(S) in Karnataka, is now
reduced to just one pocket of
influence Old Mysuru. The Congress
and the JD(S) have been locked in a
keen tussle in this region. Even in
this election, JD(S) won 28 (>70
percent of its seats), in Old Mysuru,
majority of them against Congress
candidates. Apart from this, JD(S)
and Congress attacked each other
vigorously during the campaign.
During a campaign speech, this is
what Rahul Gandhi had to say about
the JD(S): “The ‘S’ in JD(S) no longer
stands for ‘Secular’. It now stands
for ‘Sangh Parivar’. The JD(S) is
actually Janata Dal Sangh Parivar.”
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It may be recalled that in 2004,
Karnataka witnessed hung
assembly. The secular parties
Congress and the JD(S) joined hands
despite BJP emerging single largest
party. But the alliance lasted only for
20 months and H D Kumaraswamy
claimed that the Congress was
trying to divide his party. He later
made an alliance with the BJP and

formed the government. But the
same decision led to the fall of JD(S)
with several leaders like
Siddaramaiah who was the deputy
chief minister in the coalition
government joining Congress. JD(S)
could not recover from the setback
even in 2008 and 2013 elections.
Recently 7 rebel JD(S) leaders joined
the Congress leaving the party
completely limited to Deve Gowda
and his sons. Even today the JD(S) is
strong only in the Old Mysuru
region. The Congress reportedly is
not in favor of JD(S) considering BM
Farooq to a ministerial post as well
as electing him to Vidhana Parishad.
The Congress has demanded its
alone MLA from Dakshina Kannada

TIMES
PROBE

A Monthly English Cyber World Magazine & News Portal

U T Khader to be given the
ministerial post as well as appoint
him as the district-incharge
minister. The JD(S) leaders believe
that if they continue to join hands
with the Congress, the party might
suffer miserably. The sources close to
Kumaraswamy say that he too
opines that the future alliance with
the Congress might affect the party
and has not accepted all the
demands in forming new ministry a
head of Creation of new government.
Knock on the Supreme Court’s door.
The Governor Vajubhai Vala invited
Yeddyurappa and BJP to form the
government despite not having
enough numbers, the Congress
understood that time is running out
for them. The party wasted no time
and immediately approached the
Supreme Court and a hearing was
held at midnight contesting Vala’s
decision to invite the BJP. The
hearing saw Abhishek Manu
Singhvi appearing for the Congress
and Mukul Rohatgi for the BJP that
saw the court-room arguments
extend till 4:30 am early Thursday
morning. The three-judge bench of
Justices AK Sikri, SA Bobde and
Ashok Bhushan while not delaying
the swearing ceremony of
Yeddyurappa asked him to submit
the letter that he claimed he had
given to the governor proving the
party had the numbers to form the
majority. This move to approach the
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SC by the Congress was not a sudden
one, with sources revealing that the
planning for legal recourse had
begun on the afternoon of May 15,
when Yeddyurappa had a meeting
with Governor Vala to stake claim on
forming the government. This
meeting was followed by HD
KumaraSwamy and other Congress
leaders visiting the Governor
submitting a letter that all their
MLAs were on their side. While
Bangalore saw meetings with the
Governor, in Delhi the legal relief
was being put in place to prepare for
any sudden moves planned by the
BJP. After the first visit, the second
hearing was when the wheels
started turning in Congress’ favor.
The Supreme Court ordered that the
floor test to prove the majority for
forming the government be
conducted within 24 hours and not in
15 days as Governor Vala had earlier
ordered. This gave BJP no time to
poach any of the Congress or JD(S)
MLAs. The Congress did try again
on Saturday morning approaching
the SC to challenge KG Bopaiah’s
appointment as pro tem Speaker but
failed to get a positive result. But the
party did manage to force the BJP on
the back foot with the Supreme
Court reversing its earlier order of
not allowing videography of the
proceedings. The BJP informed the
court that the trust vote will be
telecast live by news channels.
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THE DESECRATION OF INDIAN FLAG
An Indian Advocate Fight
PROBE NEWS:- The Supreme
of one faith. People who promote
Court of India Advocate E V Venu
such ideas are not different from
gopal in collaboration with group of
white supremacists. Indeed, their
Indians and British civil society
lurid dreams of ethnically pure
activists who have called on the
territories are antithetical to
Prime Minister of the United
everything modern, multicultural
Kingdom to make a representation
Britain and India stand for. But the
regarding the rise in Britain of prodemonstrators went beyond flagterrorist voices and activities that, if
burning. “These demonstrators were
not curbed, threaten to damage the
raising slogans calling for the
UK’s historic relationship with India
creation of ‘Khalistan’ and Kashmiri
and also create potentially uncon
separatism. It is clear these
tainable security challenges at
purveyors of hatred will never limit
home.
Mr. E V Venugopal
their actions to non violent protest.
condemned the barbaric act, sought
Their ideology invariably
amalgamated all Indians on the
culminates in violence against the
desecration of the Indian flag by
innocent,” They physically assaulted
witnessing world top leaders. On 18
a British Indian journalist, Ms
April 2018, during a visit by the
Loveena Tandon, who was reporting
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
from the scene for India Today, an
Modi to London, a group of
Indian news channel. Assailants
demonstrators set fire to the Indian
linked to the Khalistan movement
flag. These demonstrators were
also attempted to murder an Indian
Army general in 2012, slashing his
raising slogans calling for the
throat with a knife as he went for an
creation of “Khalistan” and
evening stroll during his holiday in
Kashmiri separatism - both issues
London.
It is clear that these
linked to terrorist activity and both
purveyors of hatred will never limit
advancing the grotesque idea of the
their actions to non-violent
physical mutilation of India
protest. Their ideology
and the displacement of
invariably culminates in
millions of Indians to create
violence against the
ethnically “pure” states that
innocent. The failure of the
subordinate mixed
British government to
populations of many
condemn them and act
religions and ethnicities to
against them sends the
the diktats of the extremists
E V Venu Gopal
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signal to India and to other nations
that the UK does not take the threat
from violent ideologies known to

promote terrorism seriously. This
will damage the UK’s credibility just
when we are seeking to intensify our
relations with India as we prepare
for Brexit under your leadership.
Therefore, we called on the Prime
Minister of the UK to make a
representation against terrorism on
behalf of civil society activists in
Britain and India, and urged her to
take visible action against those who
espouse radical views. We made the
case that, if they are not nipped now,
they will ultimately grow into a
threat to all of us. British
conservative party MP Bob Black
man condemned the act offered
support to representatives of Indian
diaspora groups campaig ning for
action against perpetrators behind
the desecration of the Indian flag
and attack on a journalist during
anti-India protests in London last
month. An veteran Indian-origin MP
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Virendra Sharma, chair of the IndoBritish All Party Parliamentary
Group (APPG), organised a meeting
in a committee room of the House of
Commons to evaluate the next steps
following representations from
Indian community groups. “It is vital
that all the physical evidence
available is gathered together and
lodged with the police in the form of a
criminal complaint, said Blackman,
who also plans to initiate a crossparty Early Day Motion (EDM) in
the Commons to draw attention to
the issue in Parliament. A letter
addressed to British Prime Minister
Theresa May was handed over to
Blackman outside 10 Downing
Street by Indian Supreme Court
advocate, E V Venugopal, who has
offered his legal support to UKbased Indian diaspora groups. The
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
had said the Indian government was
“deeply anguished” by the incident of
the Indian flag being torn down from
a flagpole at Parliament Square in
London on April 18 during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
the UK for the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
( C H O G M ) . “ We r e c e i v e d a n
allegation of assault on 19 April
relating to an incident in Parliament
Square on 18 April. No arrests.
Enquiries continue, a Metropolitan
Police statement said. However,
Venugopal believes there are
sufficient grounds for the police to
take suo moto action against the
protesters for criminal conspiracy.
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South India on High Alert
Nipah Virus Danger Bells
PROBE NEWS :- The Govern
ment of India finding the way to
know a reason for this sudden
outbreak of the deadly Nipah virus
in the state of Kerala. The Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare said
that public health crews found
numerous bats in a water well that
had been used by three family
members who were among the
victims. The crews have since sealed
the well with florescent nets, There
is no clear preventive or curative
treatment for Nipah, a newly
emerging disease spread by bats,
pigs and people who have become
infected, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
the World Health Organization. A
rare, brain-damaging virus has
killed at least 10 people in southern

M. Sudhakar David

India, where medical crews are
scrambling to manage the spread of
the deadly disease - and to minimize
panic. The government of India and
kerala state government said that
“This is a new situation for us; we
have no prior experience in dealing
with the Nipah virus. The rapidly
rising death toll - have prompted
concern in the outbreak’s epicenter,
Kozhikode, a coastal city in Kerala,
where people have been “swarming”
hospitals with fevers and other
illnesses to ensure they do not have
the virus. “We’ve sought the help of
private hospitals to tide over the
crisis. “WHO has been informed
about Nipah virus cases being
reported in a family from a village in
Kozhikode district of Kerala,” he
said. “Both the central and the state
health authorities have been quick
in responding to the situation and
have promptly deployed teams and
experts to the village to further
assess the situation. WHO is in close
contact with the teams of experts
deployed to the affected areas. We
await the assessment reports of the
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teams to clarify the situation and
guide further action.” The key to
stopping the spread of the disease is
identifying any potential victims,
testing them and treating them as
early as possible. The primary
treatment is supportive care.
Nipah’ virus, “If the bats’ body
fluids show the presence of the virus,
it can be confirmed that there is a
link between the outbreak and the
cleaning of the well by these three
people”, Dr Bijayraj said. He also
answered some questions about the
condition, the mode of infection and
treatment options all of which can be
found below. While answering our
questions, Dr Bijayraj maintained
that people needed to “be aware, but
not panic”, just as the ministry
announced on Tuesday that that the
situation was under control.
What is the Nipah virus? A type of
Henipavirus, Nipah virus (NiV) is
from a category of RNA (ribonucleic
acid) viruses naturally carried by
pteropid fruit bats or flying foxes,
and microbats of several species.
What happens when the Nipah virus
affects humans? Once the virus
affects a human, there is an
incubation period as the virus
spreads which could range from four
to 14 days. While this could be
asymptomatic, people usually show
symptoms of mild fever, muscle pain,
cough and fatigue. This can then
progress to full-blown acute respi
ratory infection and encephalitis
(inflammation of the brain tissue).
Both of these conditions could be
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fatal. The patients can also slip into
a coma once the encephalitis reaches
severe conditions. Are bats natural
carriers of the virus? This particular
virus is usually found in the fruitconsuming bats, so it’s safe to say
that they are natural carriers. Does
the virus affect other mammals? Yes,
there have been cases of the same
virus infecting pigs and horses. This
is based on limited primary research
conducted during previous out
breaks. The thing with viruses is
that they can easily shift from one
species to another given a chance or
favourable conditions. Viruses can
mutate quickly and adapt to a
different host if they find conditions
conducive to their exis tence in the
new host. Usually this host may not
even be the final or primary target
(affected by the virus), they may just
be another intermediate or acciden
tal host or carrier.
How does the infection spread
between humans? The spread of
infection is established to be through
body fluids. If someone sneezes or
coughs, drops or particles of the
fluids may be inhaled by an unsuspecting person; or if these particles
or drops falls on a surface and
another person touches the same
surface proceeding to bring their
hands to the mouth or other open
area – the virus can spread in this
way. When you consider aerial
infection, the virus is not known to
be able to survive in the air or
transfer that way. The virus is in the
droplet which may be thrown into
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the air, which can then infect
another person. It has been noticed
so far that the infection spreads
through direct physical contact
through body fluids which include
urine, blood, sweat and saliva. We
are still trying to learn more about
the disease as time passes. What are
the initial symptoms of the
condition? It can be something as
mild as a fever, headache, cough,
cold or a generalised feeling of
tiredness or weakness – as is
common with a cold or mild fever.
What are the treatment options?
There is no specific anti-viral agent
for Nipah virus, and it is very
difficult to control viral diseases
with anti-virals. Clearly, antibiotics
also have no role in helping with
infections caused by the virus, so it is
futile to approach a doctor or a
pharmacy for antibiotics and it is not
recommen ded. The only care
possible is said to be intensive
supportive care, what does this
include? When we say supportive
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care it is based on the condition of
the patient. If there is a high fever,
you bring down the fever with
paracetamol; if the patient is
dehydrated, ensure that they get
fluids through the mouth or through
IV fluid line; if the person has
trouble breathing, we may have to
give him or her oxygen support and
maintain oxygen concentration
levels in the blood stream. If the
symptoms get severe, the care needs
to be escalated which includes
artificial ventilation through tubes
or masks. There is no fixed protocol
and this is all at the discretion of the
treating doctor in the ward or in an
intensive care unit (ICU) depending
on the severity of the symptoms.
Family members of the patients
admitted at the Kozhikode Medical
College wear safety masks
Treatment may also be based on the
organ in a particular patient most
susceptible to damage at a
particular point of time. If the lungs
are at risk, respiratory support is to
be given. If the brain is failing
resulting in seizures or loss of
consciousness, medicines appro
priate to that should be given. If the
heart is not pumping normally,
appropriate measures need to be
taken. In another set of cases, all
these conditions could combine in
various permutations and combina
tions – care may have to be tailored
according to that. What are the
Kerala Health Ministry guidelines
on controlling the disease? The
Ministry has been very quick in
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identifying and containing the
disease effectively and all the
hospitals in the area have been given
very clear directives on how to
prepare effectively for what may
come next. The guidelines state that
all patients have to be treated in a
certain kind of way; they have to be
screened first, and in case of any
suspicious symptoms they need to be
transferred to an isolated room or
ward. Doctors wear safety masks as
a precaution after the outbreak of
‘Nipah’ virus, at a hospital in Kozh
Samples have to be collected, clear
directives on how to collect, store
and transport have also been given
to health care providers. All the
samples go through the District
Medical Officer’s office onward to
Manipal where there is a govern
ment approved virology testing
centre. If the samples turn out to be
positive, prompt information is
given to the treating hospital. There
are clear guidelines on pretty much
everything in this case from what
level of personal precautions carers
(nurse, doctors, family) need to what
measures we need to be prepared for.
This includes what level of
precaution are needed, a mask or full
on protective gear and who needs
them, methods of washing clothes
worn by patients and carers, and
how the contact surfaces need to be
cleaned. So it’s clear that we all have
very clear and exhaustive guidelines
to control and prepare for any
circumstances forthwith. Is this the
first Nipah virus outbreak? Nipah
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virus was first identified during an
outbreak of the disease in Malaysia
in 1998. On this occasion, pigs were
the intermediate hosts. Outbreaks
have also been repor ted in India,
Bangladesh, Thailand, Cambodia,
the Phili-ppines, Laos and Malaysia.
In Bangladesh in 2004, humans
were infected with Nipah virus after
consuming date palm sap that had
been contaminated by infected fruit
bats. What precautions should
people take? The first and foremost
thing is to stay calm and not believe
in rumours or wrong information
spread through social media
channels. If you suffer from a mild
cold, make sure you visit the nearest
hospital and follow the doctor’s
instruction to rest, hydrate and eat
appropriately. Avoid large crowds in
this case. Hand hygiene is the best
way to protect yourself against the
virus from spreading through body
fluids on surfaces. In other
precautions released by WHO and
government health organisation,
people have been advised to avoid
eating fallen fruits, avoid eating
uncooked vegetables or fruits and
restrain from drinking toddy, date
palm sap and other raw fluids that
come from trees.Can a person be
saved? Currently the mortality rate
of the disease is upwards of 70 per
cent in reported cases. Intensive
supportive care may save patients
completely. However, after effect of
encephalitis on survivors can result
in periodic seizures or relapse into
encephalitis.
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Ab tak
Ikyawan
IAS officer - Honest to a fault
PROBE NEWS: Corruption in
India is result of the nexus between
Neta, babu, lala and dada
(bureaucrats, politicians, business
men and criminals). Political
corruption is the mother of all
corruption. The major cause of
concern is that corruption is
weakening our political system and
damaging the core of the law abiding
society. Corruption-free India is not
just a slogan, but an article of faith
for Dr. Ashok Khemka 1991 batch
IAS officer of the Haryana cadre. An

ironical Testimony
to his honesty is
that he has been
transferred 51
times in 24 years
by state govern
ment. We dedicate Silveri Srishailam
this article to the
honest bureaucrats serving the
cause of with single motive of
corruption-free India. India ranked
76 among 175 countries in Global
Corruption Index report published
by renowned global civil society
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organization - ‘The Transparency
International’. Corruption in India
prevailed since times immemorial in
various forms. In today’s scenario, it
shows increasing drift due to nexus
between bureaucrats, politicians
and criminals and totally eroding
the public confidence. The crisis of
good governance, recruitment of
dishonest employees, poor quality of
programmes infrastructure etc.,
often lead to unintended destructive
effect on common public and
national economy. But, Indian
government’s treatment of honest
bureaucrats speaks volumes about
its vested political gains. Dr.
Khemka is known for his upright
nature and honesty. A stalwart in
public service, he is determined to be
straight forward, even if it means
getting transferred frequently. He
has been repeatedly transferred by
various state governments in his
home cadre of Haryana after he
exposed corruption in the depart
ments he was posted in. People in
general, have a great thirst for
luxuries and comforts and to get
them they get involved in unscrupu
lous activities that result in
monetary or material benefits.
Moral and spiritual values are not
given importance in educational
system, which is highly responsible
for the deterioration of the society.
It’s for this reason that Dr. Ashok
Khemka an intelligent officer with
impeccable integrity, evokes extre
me reactions within his bureaucratic
fraternity which enjoys cozy
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relationship with the political brass.
While he is seen by many as a
whistleblower who exposes
wrongdoings in departments where
he is posted, the officer has also used
the Right to Information Act (RTI) to
ferret out information relating to
undue favors availed by some of his
colleagues, irrespective of their
position in the pecking order in the
state.
Though Dr. Ashok Khemka is
known for his knowledge and
understanding of government rules
and regulations and is widely
acknowledged, not many politicians
want him as their junior due to his
“in-your-face” style of working. He is
known to dissect every piece of
official document and record his
views without worrying about the
political-bureaucratic hierarchy in
the state. He does not flinch for a
moment before taking a position at
variance with his superior officers
and political bosses to whom he has
to report. There are also those who
accuse him of being someone who
“digs out” info on his fellow
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bureaucrats to embarrass them. The Khattar. As long as he does his job,
cancellation of mutation of Vadra- Dr. Ashok Khemka will be a target of
DLF land deal was not his first politicians, no matter which party is
brush with the political bosses. He in power. And this is why people like
was a darling of the Congress when him need the support of citizens. The
he had strongly opposed the first thing that strikes you about Dr.
acquisition of Nathupur panchayat Ashok Khemka is that he could have
land worth crores in Gurgaon chosen just about any career path he
district for a private builder by then wanted to and would have succeeded
Om Prakash Chautala government immensely, including a corporate life
for a paltry sum of money. The party where he would have been a
seemed overjoyed and praised the multimillionaire by now, given his
bureaucrat for his gumption after brilliant academic record. He is a
he, as Director Secondary Educa B.Tech in Computer Science
tion, opposed mid-session transfer of Engineering from IIT Kharagpur
teachers in the same year with a and a Ph.D in Computer Science
resounding no to hundreds of from the Tata Institute of Fundamen
‘transfer notes’ sent by the chief tal Research. He also has an MBA in
minister’s office during the INLD Finance and MA in Economics.
regime, despite a blanket ban on While researching on him, we picked
transfers in the state. His simple up a couple of interesting stories. It
logic was that since there is a ban of appears that as a student of Class 4
transfers, no “transfer notes would in St. Xavier’s School, Kolkata, he
be entertained”. He was promptly had memorised every chapter of
shunted out to inconsequential post Radiant Reader, the English
without an official vehicle and office. textbook, to teach himself English.
The officer responded by walking Also, in Class 10, once burst into
down to his office, as TV crews tears because he had scored 99% followed him. The Congress, then in behind another student who had
opposition, clapped from the scored 100% - in a mathematics test.
sidelines. Now, it was Chautala’s Despite his excellent record, Dr.
turn to take potshots at the ruling Khemka chose to join the IAS in
party. While the style of working of 1991. As a member of the Haryana
this honest officer may be a matter of cadre, he has been through dozens of
departments including
debate, he is undeniably the
fisheries, housing, AIDS
media’s delight. Dr Khemka
control,
finance, planning,
has worked with five chief
land administration, rural
ministers - Bhajan Lal,
development, supplies and
Bansi Lal, Om Prakash
disposal, social justice and
Chautala, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda and Manohar Lal Silveri Srishailam empowerment, etc. He has
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also served as the managing director
of Haryana’s public sector units in
warehousing, seeds and electronics.
This is the life of an honest officer in
a dishonest political set up. First, the
transfers - in some posts Dr. Ashok
Khemka lasted only 4-5 days. Only
in four posts did his tenure extend to
one year. It’s a rule that you cannot
normally transfer someone in two
years. But this is easily violated.
People like him are not just removed
but subjected to charge-sheets, full
of false charges, investigation,
suspension and worse. The govt
charged Dr. Ashok Khemka with low
sales of seeds at the HSDC. Some
weeks later he was charged with
showing favours to a particular
party when he was the managing
director of Haryana State
Warehousing Corporation where all
decisions were as per norms and had
been taken by the board of directors.
In the Vadra case, state government
says he is guilty of administrative
misconduct and that he violated the
rules by discussing the controversy
with media and critisised govern
ment policy. Dr. Ashok Khemka is
anticipating 10 more charge-sheets
along with 10 private complaints but
his disarming question is what
should he have done when he saw a
scam or a sham deal? Indeed, he
asks: “Should I have just ignored Mr.
Vadra’s land deal? Is it only that poor
people will be probed?” All this is a
matter of terrible shame for us, as
citizens. The least we can do is show
support to people like him and hope

16

MAY-2018

PROBE

and pray that things don’t get any
worse. After all, party goons can go to
any extent. It is matter of some
consolation that he has been
recognized for his outstanding work.
Apart from the nationwide
recognition he has received, Dr.
Khemka has been recognized
Crusader against Corruption chosen
for the SR Jindal Prize in 2011 along
with Sanjiv Chaturvedi, another
upright officer of Haryana. He also
received the Manjunath Shanmu
gam Trust Commendation on Public
Works in 2009.Honest and dedicated
bureau crats are need of the hour for
a corruption free India. We can only
nip corruption in the bud if
transparency is maintained while
supporting honest bureaucrats like
Dr. Ashok Khemka We need strong
steps to curb the menace and an
atmosphere has to be created where
the good, patriotic, intellectuals
come forward to serve the country
with pride, virtue, and honesty for
the welfare of the people of India.
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The Royal wedding
Prince Harry and Meghan Markel's marriage
PROBE NEWS: The hotly
anticipated Royal wedding of Prince
Harry and Meghan Markel is now
just days away. However, a lastminute setback has called the
couple’s plans into confusion, as Ms
Markle’s father Thomas announced
that he is due to have an operation
and will not attend the ceremony. Yet
the wheels for the wedding are still
in motion, with the couple promising
a wedding focused on fun, joy and a
chance to celebrate with the public.
So what’s in store for the couple and
how are the final plans affected by
this week’s changes? Here are all the
latest updates about 2018’s wedding
of the year. Thomas Markle Snr had

been intending to
travel from his Mexico
home to the UK to
meet his future sonin-law for the first
time, as well as the D. Nishant Reddy
Queen, Prince Philip,
Prince of Wales, Duchess of
Cornwall and Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. He was also intending to
walk MS Markel down the aisle,
meeting her at the chapel’s west door
after her drive to the ceremony with
her mother. But after disclosures
about his alleged dealings with the
paparazzi and reports he suffered a
heart attack earlier this month, the
73-year-old said that he would avoid
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the ceremony for fear of embarra
ssing his daughter. Tracy Dooley
who was married to Meghan
Markle’s half-brother Thomas
Markle Jr was pictured at Heathrow
Airport with her sons, Tyler, 25, and
Thomas, 26. MS Dooley, who has
admitted she has not seen MS
Markle for 20 years, has previously
told she had not received an
invitation to the ceremony at
Windsor Castle. When is the
wedding and who is planning it? The
wedding is this weekend - Saturday,
May 19 - at St George’s Chapel in the
grounds of Windsor Castle, where
Prince Harry was christened. It is
said to have become a “very special
place” for the couple in their
relationship so far.
The Lord
Chamberlain’s Office at Bucking
ham Palace is responsible for
organizing royal weddings, but the
Prince and Ms Markle are leading
the show. However, under the
g u i d a n c e o f H a r r y ’s p r i v a t e
secretary, Edward Lane Fox, the
Lord Chamberlain’s Office is dealing
with the ceremonial aspects of the
day. The service will begin at 12pm.
The public will have the opportunity
to watch the action from their sofas
with several broadcasters showing
the ceremony live. Prince Harry has
paid tribute to former mentor and
close friend Mark Dyer by
requesting his son Jasper as a
pageboy, while MS Markle has
publicly recognized one of her best
friends, stylist Jessica Mulroney, by
choosing her twin sons to take part
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in the wedding. MS Markle’s stylist
and close friend MS Mulroney runs a
bridal store in Toronto was said to
have helped the bride choose her
gown. The couple will be make their
vows at St George’s Chapel, which
last hosted a royal wedding in May
2008 when Peter Phillips - son of The
Princess Royal - married Autumn
Kelly. The traditional ceremony will
be conducted by The Dean of
Windsor, The Rt Revd. David Conner
while the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, will officiate as the
couple make their marriage vows.
Pioneering American bishop, the
Most Rev Bishop Michael Curry,
from Chicago, Illinois, has been
invited to deliver the address as the
couple strive to reflect their
transatlantic relationship amid the
tradition of St George’s Chapel.
Bishop Curry, who has been praised
for his “infectious laughter and selfdeprecating humor”, is the first
African-American bishop to have
served as the Episcopal Church’s
presiding bishop, a role he has held
since November 2015. The music
will also have an American influence
according to Christopher WarrenGreen, who will conduct musicians
on the day. Miss Markle, who was a
UN women’s advocate, is unlikely to
opt to obey the prince. The couple
will probably choose the Series One
(1966) Book of Common Prayer
ceremony, just as the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge did, which
allows the bride to drop “obey him”
and “serve him” from the religious
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proceedings. The regiments Prince
Harry served with in Afghanistan
will a have a “special place” during
the ceremony. After the ceremony,
among the first people to
congratulate the couple will be some
of the 2,640 charity workers,
community champions and local
school children who are being
invited to watch the wedding from
inside the walls of Windsor Castle.
Then at 1pm, the newlyweds will
undertake a two-mile tour of
Windsor in an Ascot Landau
carriage, greeting well-wishers,
which is expected to take 25
minutes. The first, more formal
afternoon reception for some 600
guests, will be hosted by the Queen.
The 180-ft long room, traditionally
used for state banquets, seats up to
162 people and was redesigned in a
modern Gothic style with walls lined
with suits of armor – following the
fire at the castle in 1992.
Fashionable ‘bowl food’ will be
served at the standing-only
reception. Made with seasonal
ingredients grown on the Crown
Estates, the food is intended to be
eaten standing up, allowing guests
to mingle freely in St George’s Hall.
The food is likely to be accompanied
by champagne and wine from the
extensive Royal cellars, and soft
drinks. The second evening
reception, for 200 close friends and
family, will be thrown at Frogmore
House by the Prince of Wales.
Standing about half a mile south of
Windsor Castle in Windsor Home
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Park, Frogmore House has been a
Royal Residence since 1792. It is
where Harry and MS Markle posed
for their official engagement photos
in November. MS Craddock has been
named “Queen of London florists” by
British Vogue and “a floral
mastermind” by Tatler. Peonies are
one of MS Markle’s favorite flowers,
so it is likely her floral bouquet will
include these fragrant blooms,
which are in season in May. The
prince will be putting pen to paper to
write his speech for their reception.
But MS Markle, who is an
accomplished public speaker, is
expected to break with tradition and
deliver her own as well, offering
“affectionate” praise of her new
husband, thanks to the Queen and a
few suitable jokes. The former
actress, is “ready” to speak at the
reception, should her father choose
to avoid the limelight. The wedding
is on there will be no new bank
holiday. Although the public were
given a day off to celebrate the
weddings of Prince Charles to Diana
Spencer in 1981, Prince William to
Catherine Middleton in 2011, and
Princess Anne to Mark Phillips in
1973, no such national holidays were
awarded for Prince Andrew or Prince
Edward. However, it’s not all bad
news because pubs and bars will be
allowed to do away with the usual
curbs on opening hours on the
wedding weekend. The royal bride
and groom-to-be have approved a
range of commemorative china to
celebrate their nuptials. The
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exclusive design in white and
cornflower blue has a monogram of
the couple’s initials at its center, tied
together with white ribbons and
surmounted by the coronet of Prince
Harry. The decorative border of
each piece is inspired by the iron
work of the 13th- century Gilebertus
door of St George’s Chapel and each
is finished with 22-carat gold. The
Royal Collection Trust range, which
is made in Stoke-on-Trent, includes
a decorative miniature coffee mug,
coffee mug, pillbox, tankard and
plate. The Royal wedding souvenir
pheno menon dates back to Queen
Victoria’s wedding to Prince Albert
in 1840, linked to the rise of mass
production in Victorian Britain. It
remains a thriving industry today,
with an estimated £222? million
spent on memorabilia in the run-up
to the 2011 royal wedding, according
to the Centre for Retail Research.
Prince Harry and MS Markle will
delay their honeymoon to go straight
back to work in the week after their
wedding, scheduling their first
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public engagement as a married
couple just days later. The couple
will go on honeymoon privately later
this year, before a “busy” autumn
including a trip to Sydney for the
Invictus Games. But where will they
go? Namibia has pulled ahead as the
odds-on favorite. The southern
African nation is best known among
travelers for the enormous
Sossusvlei sand dunes of the the
Namib Desert, but reports suggest
that the couple are looking instead
at a safari trip to Hoanib Valley
Camp in the country’s north west.
Botswana, where they holidayed in
the early days of their whirlwind
relationship, is also a good bet, (Ms
Markle’s engagement ring features
diamonds from Diana’s personal
collection, and a stone from
Botswana), but wherever they go,
the newlyweds will be looking for
seclusion away from the limelight as
they start their married life
together. Other possible desti
nations could include Tuscany,
Hawaii, Turkey and the Philippines.
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Nuclear Agriculture for Sustainable Rural India - BARC
P R O B E N E W S : N u c l e a r joined hands with
technlogy has important applica- s c i e n t i s t s t o
tions in many sectors including food improve soil fertili& agriculture, industry, medicine, ty and increase
environmental protection and power a g r i c u l t u r a l
generation. The nuclear energy is production with the
being widely used in agriculture help of nuclear Silveri Srishailam
sector where it helps in increasing t e chno l o g y. T he
foodgrain production, animal effectiveness of the integrated croprearing, improving soil fertility etc. livestock approach, scientists use
The nuclear technique plays a vital nuclear technologies involving the
role in soil and water management nitrogen-15 and carbon-13 isotopes.
system. It is important to improve Nitrogen-15 and carbon-13 are
soil moisture conservation measures stable isotopes, and scientists are
and reduce wastage of irrigation able to track these isotopes to
water which leads to the improve m e a s u r e , f o r e x a m p l e , h o w
ment of water management in efficiently crops consume nitrogen.
agriculture. Indian agricultural The scientists do this by introducing
production depends upon two samples of nitrogen-15 into the soil
factors, productivity of the land and around the crops, over several
the productivity of the agricultural months they observe how much
man made supplement, while the nitrogen-15 is absorbed by the
first one has improved a lot but not plants. This provides crucial
the second. The Bhabha Atomic information about how efficiently
Research Center (BARC) under its the crops use the nutrients.
nuclear agriculture
Similarly, scientists
SEEDS
FOR
PROSPERITY
programme is lending a
add samples of carbonhand to Indian farmers to
13 to the soil to assess
improve the standards of
soil quality. As nutriproductivity of agriculents are recycled in the
ture. Nuclear technologies
soil, organic carbon
provide competitive and
content goes up.
often unique solutions to
Scientists can
help fight hunger and mal
measure the changes
nutrition, improve
in organic carbon
environmental sustaincontent by tracking
ability and ensure food
the carbon-13. In
safety. Farmers have
India, over 42 varieties
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for keeping the economy stable.
Nuclear science offers innovative
solutions to improve agricultural
practices. Nuclear and related
technologies are used to boost
livestock productivity and to control
and prevent spread of animal
diseases. Irradiation can be used to
induce mutations in plants in order
to create new varieties of staple
crops, such as rice, that have higher
yields, greater resilience to climate
change and tolerance to environmental stresses. India needs to boost
its food production as well as ensure
its safety and fair distribution to its
increasing population. Nuclear
radiation-based technologies can

of crops are being cultivated very
gainfully under nuclear agriculture
programme. BARC has developed 15
varieties of groundnut, eight of
mung bean (greengram), five of urad
bean (blackgram), four of tur
(pigeonpea), three of mustard, two of
soybean and one each of chavali
(cowpea), sunflower, rice and jute. If
the country has to be food selfreliant, it is imperative to embrace
nuclear agriculture technology,
especially when the agriculture land
is getting scarce and demand for food
is growing fast. Inspite of all
programmes and persuasion new
methods of farming have not
succeeded as well as expected.
Howevere it is encouraging to see
that Indian Agricultural economy contribute to this effort very
has come to stand on its own feet and significantly. The major benefits of
that is a welcome sign for national radiation effects on plants is
enhancement of genetic
economy. Even when an
variability, which can be
economic embargo was
harnessed to develop new
imposed after the Pokhran II
varieties of cereals, pulses
tests, Indian economy
and oilseeds with desirable
remained sound and stable.
characteri -stics such as
The agricultural
management deserves a pat Silveri Srishailam increased yield, disease
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resistance, early maturity, salinity
or water stress tolerance etc.
Nuclear technology is used to study
agricultural processes in order to
improve practices for farmers, and
these studies are performed by
trained scientists and experts under
safe laboratory- and glasshouse
conditions. The end-product from
these studies does not contain any
radiation. Agricultural nuclear
techniques determine the amount of
water and fertilizer a crop needs in
order to thrive, and this allows
farmers to set up tailored dripirrigation systems to maximize
scarce resources. No radioactivity is
passed on to the soil, or crop, as a
result of this. Similarly, there is no
residual radiation left in a plant
after mutation induction through
irradiation, so the final product is
safe for consumption. Irradiation is
the primery application of nuclear
technology to agriculture in India.
This process is used to create crop
varieties that are more diseaseresistant and grow better in poor
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soils; a massive benefit to states
across drought-prone India, where
the poor farmers try to survive on
marginal lands. Irradiation used as
a post-harvest treatment for
horticultural products also benefits
the environment. Isotopes measure
soil, water and nutrient storage, soil
erosion and fertilizer and pesticide
waste, enabling farmers to keep a
closer track of their operations and
use vital resources more sparingly
and effectively. Nuclear techniques
can detect excessive pesticide or
veterinary drug residues in food, and
monitor implementation of good
agricultural and veterinary
practices. Scientists use isotopes to
study hormones and learn more
about reproduction cycles, which
help in areas such as the timing of
artificial-insemination programs.
The isotopes applications in soil,
p l a n t s , a n i m a l s , a i r, a n d
subsequently in the food we eat are
useful in a number of ways. The
sterile insect technique involves
mass producing insect pests and
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sterilizing them with gamma
radiation emitted by radioisotopes;
when the males are released in the
target region and mate with wild
females of the pest population, they
create no offspring. Gradually, the

population is reduced. The use of
small doses of radiation helps
change the genetic make-up of
plants and lead to improved
varieties. Isotopes measure soil,
water and nutrient storage, soil
erosion, fertilizer and pesticide
waste; they enable farmers to keep
closer track of their operations and
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use vital resources more sparingly
and effectively. Monitoring of soil
water storage leads to more efficient
use of irrigation water in several
states of India. BRAC scientists use
isotopes to study hormones and
learn more about reproduction
cycles, which helps in areas such as
the timing of artificial-insemination
programmes. The scientific staff
have been investigating difficulties
in breeding cattle and buffaloes, in
an effort to increase reproduction
levels.
The Nuclear atoms use in
agriculture should be encouraged.
This is because nuclear energy is
needed to improve Indian agricul
tural sector which is the main stay of
o u r r u r a l e c o n o m y. I n d i a n
government must encourage more
research on nuclear energy.
Government can also implement
joint projects with developed
countries, so that more application
of nuclear energy can be made in
Indian agriculture.

TIMES
PROBE

A Monthly English Cyber World Magazine & News Portal

25

MAY-2018

PROBE

BARC for “Swachh Bharat Abhiyan”
PROBE NEWS: Swachh Bharat
Abhiyaan was launched by Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India on 2nd
October, 2015, which caught
attention of everybody not only in
India, but also in the world. The
Government has taken various steps
to create awareness among the
masses for keeping the area
surrounding them neat and clean.
Government is also paying special
attention for cleaning of rivers,
railway stations, tourist desti
nations and other public places. To
achieve the target of cleanliness, the
technologies to treat the waste
material should also be developed
along with creating awareness.
There are many technologies that
are used to treat waste material.
They are usually very costly, very
complexto be understood and viable
only for large size units. At the same
time, indigenous technologies are
low cost capital and easy to use and
they can also be used by different
size Unis Resources and Infor
mation. India, they are particularly
suitable for the small and medium
units. In this regard, a National
workshop on Indigenous water,
Waste water and Solid Waste
Tr e a t m e n t Te c h n o l o g i e s w a s
organised by the Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) in January,
2015 at Gujarat Technological
University (GTU) in Ahmadabad.

The objective of the workshop was to
disseminate indigenous techno
logies of water, wastewater and solid
waste treatment developed by the
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) under “Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan” and to bridge gap between
the research at the research centres
and the practical application of the
technologies. The BARC is playing a
pivotal role in the development of
these technologies. The first
Municipal Sewage Plant based on
irradiation technology is going to be
operational in Ahmedabad soon. The
plant is a result of collaboration
between Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation and Bhabha Atomic
Research Centre (BARC); and aims
to achieve two-pronged objective of
treating toxic sludge and creating
bio-manure for farmers. BARC has
entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
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to provide all technical and scientific
support for setting up a Cobalt-60
Gamma Irradiation Plant at
Ahmedabad. The foundation stone
for the facility was laid on January
30, 2016 and it will be operational by
early next year. “We were 30 million
in 1947 and now we are more than
1.2 billion. Our GDP is growing at a
rate of 6-8 per cent per year. One
problem with this GDP growth is
that we are moving ahead while
leaving waste behind. If we do not
take care of it we will not be able to
enjoy our growth,” Head of
Radiation Technology Development
Department (RTDD) at BARC, Dr
Lalit Varshney while making a case
for how irradiation technologies can
come to the aid of Swachh Bharat
Mission.
To grasp the enormity of the
situation one can take an example of
a metro city like Bombay creates
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2197 million litres of sludge every
day. Out of this 30 per cent of sewage
is given minor treatment before
being drained into the sea and the
rest 70 per cent is drained out
without treatment. This sludge will
form ‘smoking hills’ where the waste
catches fire releasing toxic
substances into air. The treatment of
sludge can help its recycling as it is
rich source of organic carbon (20-40
per cent), which is three times more
than city compost organic fertilisers.
The organic carbon is important for
replenish the depleting fertility of
the soil. The sludge also has macro
and micro nutrients like sodium,
Phosphorus and Zinc among others,
besides comprising of pathogens,
virus, bacteria, weeds, chemical
contaminants, heavy toxic metals,
lead, Arsenic, Cadmium, Chromium
etc. Hence, leaving the untreated
sludge into water bodies can be
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dangerous for environment.
Ahmedabad in Gujarat is leading
the way by coming up with the first
facility of this kind in the country
that can treat 100 tons of sludge per
day. “The total cost of the project is
Rs. 30 crores. The facility will be
operational next month (January)
when we will load radiation source,”
said Dr. Varshney. The benefits of
the facility are manifold as it
converts waste sludge to manure,
protects health and environment,
provides organic carbon to soil and
saves subsidy on Urea. “Urea
subsidy is 15 Rs per kg so even if this
manure is given for free to farmers
the government saves money,” Dr.
Va r s h n e y a d d e d . T h e f u l l y
automatic facility creates valueadded bio-fertiliser by inoculating
the treated sludge with useful
bacteria. The product will be
marketed by Gujarat Agro
Industries Corporation under a
separate MoU with Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation. Apart from
this, Radiation Technology makes
sludge safer by killing pathogens,
degrading chemicals, allowing
inoculation with useful bacteria,
killing weeds and reducing smell.
The RTDD has already found more
seekers for the technology. A MoU
has already been inked with the
Municipal Corporation of Indore,
Madhya Pradesh and the
construction for the same may start
in three months. The Surat
Municipal Corporation is also in
talks with the RTDD and a formal
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contract is expected soon. Dr.
Varshney revealed that Delhi has
also contacted them for facilities
that can help in treatment of 300
tons of sludge per day and the
Department is working on
technological solutions for it. The
RTDD is looking at achieving a goal
of 15-20 plants across the country by
2030. Radiation technology
applications are being seen as an aid
for sustainable development. Dr.
Varshney said: “The money value of
such benefits cannot be determined.
India has an ambitious nuclear
power program and as a result
availability of Cobalt-60 is assured
for many years through Board of
Radiation and Isotope Technology
(BRIT). A gamma irradiation facility
of 100 tons/day capacity cost about
25-30 crore Rupees and require an
area of 4,500 square metre. The
sludge treatment cost per kg is less
than one Rupee.” Gamma
irradiators typically installed with
an energy source of radioactive
cobalt-60, have been widely used
globally since the early 1960s
especially in the sterilisation of
medical products and consumer
goods. India also had a Sludge
Hygienisation Research Irradiator
(SHRI) that was formally
commissioned in the city of Baroda
in early 1992. The sludge acted as a
technological demonstrator as it
treats liquid sludge. Taking lessons
from that the new facility treats dry
sludge and is more efficient and
economical.

TIMES
PROBE

A Monthly English Cyber World Magazine & News Portal

28

MAY-2018

PROBE

OFFICIAL CARS ARE NOT USED FOR PERSONAL WORK
PROBE NEWS : Cracking the
whip on officers using official
vehicles for personal work, the Delhi
government has directed its civil
servants to submit a written
undertaking every month that the
cars are used for official purposes
only, an official said. The decision
was taken after the government
observed that a few officers of the
social welfare department were
using the official vehicles for

commuting from office to their
residence and vice-versa, but were
also claiming the transport
allowance. The official said that all
officers will have to send the
undertaking to the accounts branch
by 20th of every month. “It is
directed that all the officers who
have been given staff car facility
should invariably send an
undertaking to accounts branch on
the 20th of every month stating that
official car has been used only for
official purpose and not used for
commuting from residence to office

and vice-versa,” the social welfare
department said in an order.
According to the laid down rules,
officers availing the staff car facility
cannot use official cars for their
personal purpose. The undertaking
will ensure that officers do not use
official vehicles for commuting to
residence and vice-versa, the official
added. Last month, the Delhi
government had asked principal
secretaries and secretaries to
provide information regarding the
number of vehicles hired in their
respective departments and the
expenditure incurred on them
within 10 days. The move was
intended to make assessment of the
use of cars as well as providing each
department with the required
number of vehicles for their official
work. “All principal secretaries and
secretaries have been asked to direct
the concerned officials to furnish
requisite information to the finance
department of Delhi Government.
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Robots Replaced Swiss Bank Employees
PROBE NEWS: Have seven
employees work for three days or use
software robots instead? In a pilot
project, St. Galler Kantonalbank AG
opted for the second option. The
bank is so satisfied with the test
results that it wants to decide on
further assignments by the end of
May. “We’ve seen that’s technically
feasible and now we’re exploring
whether other applications are
worthwhile, and I’m very optimistic
about that”, Felix Buschor, member
of the management board, said in an
interview with Bloomberg. “The
assessment of the potential is in full
swing.” Buschor admits that the use
of robots is causing some employees
to worry about their jobs. “However,
as we have always compensated
efficiency gains through natural
fluctuation and because we paid
close attention to enabling our
employees to develop new technolo
gies, the acceptance is high,” he said.
St. Galler Kantonalbank is not the
only bank currently examining the
use of new technologies, Christian
Vo i g t , m a n a g i n g d i r e c t o r o f
Nuremberg-based IT consultant
Roboyo GmbH, said. He helped the
Swiss bank with its test run. “In the
financial sector, the automation of
processes is currently a huge topic,
and we work with banks, insurers

and leasing companies,” Voigt said.
He attributes the banks’ strong
interest to time savings and cost
reductions. For example, thanks to
the use of robots, it is possible to
forgo costly and expensive software
interfaces for the communication
between two systems, he said.
“Sometimes, seven-digit amounts of
money are needed for such an
interface.” SGKB’s test run, which
also skipped such an interface, was
carried out in connection with the
acquisition of M.M. Warburg Bank
Schweiz AG’s private banking
business. SGKB had to transfer
about 5,000 securities positions to its
own IT systems. The five robots that
were used did their job well, the
bank said. The survey involved 285
professionals from small to large
retail banks in eight countries,
including Germany, who were
interviewed by phone in collabo
ration with market researcher Frost
& Sullivan. Around 94 percent of all
participants of major banking
institutions saw direct added value
in artificial intelligence solutions.
Buschor can imagine a variety of
uses for software robots. “I’m
thinking of internal control proce
sses or compliance,” he says. But
there are also limits to their use, for
example when it comes to advising
customers, he added.
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Death Sentence for Child Rapist
PROBE NEWS: A local court
handed over death sentence to a man
for raping and killing a three-monthold girl near Rajwada in Indore.
Conviction in the crime that shook
the city came in a record 22 days one
of the fastest police investigation
and trials in Madhya Pradesh. The
court termed the offence rarest of
rare crimes. As the sessions court
pronounced him guilty and
pronounced the judgement, the
accused stood shocked and fumbled
for words. On the intervening night
of April 19 and April 20, the infant
who was sleeping with her parents
was picked up by the accused, a
distant relative. The accused took
her to a secluded building ‘Srinath
Palace’ where he brutally raped her
and smothered her as she began
wailing. Medical and forensic
reports found that he had later
thrown the survivor off into the
basement of the building and went to
his residence in Gadrakhedi.
The Supreme Court had also
ruled in a case of forceful and brutal
rape and murder of a nine-year-old
that such an offence is a crime
against the society and considered
death penalty fit for such a
criminal,” the order read. The death
sentence will be executed after it is
confirmed by the high court. The 51p a g e jud g m ent b y t he fift h
additional district and sessions
judge Varsha Sharma relied on the

29 witnesses examined by the
prosecution, and the DNA report
received from the forensic laboratory
confirming presence of the accused’s
DNA on the victim’s body and her
clothes. When the accused was
brought before the court and
declared guilty, he was asked by the
judge if he wanted to say anything.
Dressed in the same clothes as he
had been wearing since the day he
was arrested, the convict said he had
not done anything to any child and
was innocent. The judge said that
she had already pronounced him
guilty and asked him what
punishment did he think should be
given to him. Stammering, the
accused stood joining his hands and
asked the court to give him whatever
punishment they thought was fit. “I
only want to meet my mother and
sister for the last time before being
sent to jail,” the accused said. Terrorstriken, the accused was brought out
of the courtroom by heavily armed
police, who waded through and
angry and abusive crowd to take him
back to jail.
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Incorrect Reporting of Court
Affects the People
PROBE NEWS : Unfortunately,
many do not read the orders of the
Court available on the Court websites,
and go by the incorrect reports, the
Bench said. The Bombay High Court
at Goa observed that incorrect
reporting of court orders affect the
perception of people . South West Port
Limited had approached the high
court against the ‘denial’ by Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate
Change (MoEF) to enhance terminal capacity at Mormugao Port Trust,
Vasco-da-Gama purportedly on the basis of an order by National.

JUSTICE C.K. PRASAD SECOND TERM
PROBE NEWS : Former Supreme Court Judge, Justice Chandramauli
Kumar Prasad has been appointed as the Chairman of the Press Council of
India (PCI) for a second term. The decision was reportedly taken by a threemember committee headed by Vice President Venkaiah Naidu in a meeting
held last week. Justice Prasad had
taken over from Justice Markanday
Katju. Recently, journalists from
eight media houses had issued a
statement expressing “grave concern”
about the decisions taken by Justice
Prasad to form the 13th Press
Council. They had alleged that he had
“overlooked precedence and adopted a
process to keep out certain media
associations and candidates. The
joint statement was issued by the All
India Newspaper Editors Conference,
Indian Journalists Union, Indian
Newspaper Society, Working News Cameramen Association, Hindi
Samachar Patr Sammelan, National Union of Journalists (India), All India
Small and Medium Newspapers Federation and Press Association.
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SHAMEFUL
ACT
WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE
PROBE NEWS : Over 100 girl
students of a government hostel in
Madhya Pradesh are forced to
defecate and bathe in the open
because of water scarcity in toilets,
says its warden, The hostel in
Madiyadoh village, about 60 km
from the district headquarters, has

toilets, but shortage of water has
rendered them useless, forcing
students to defecate in the open, an
official said. The hostel’s inmates,
Class 6 to 12 students, have been
facing this problem for the past one
year “More than 100 girl students
living here have to go near a nullah
(drain), about 2 km from the hostel,
to relieve themselves due to water
scarcity in the hostel,” she said.
“Both the borewells of the hostel

have dried up. There is no water in
the hostel for the past one month. So,
the girls are forced to go to the
nullah. She said that senior district
officials had been informed about
the problem on several occasions,
but there is no change in the
situation. “The hostel management
is somehow arranging water for
drinking, but getting water for other
purposes is not possible,” the warden
said. The girls are forced to wash
their clothes in the nullah water and
take bath there, she said senior
officials associated with the Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) a central
government education programme
were also informed about the
problem, but they, too, expressed
helplessness in resolving the water
scarcity issue. However, after the
photos of the girls going for open
defecation appeared in the local
media, District Collector Shriniwas
Sharma took note of the problem and
asked officials concerned to look into
the issue. “No officer had informed
me about this problem. I have now
directed officers concerned to
arrange water at the hostel so that
the girls are not forced to go out to
answer nature’s call,” he added. This
is generating thousand million
misgivings on Swach Bharat
mission taken by BJP lead central
and state governments.
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Artificial Intelligence
Indian Scenario
PROBE NEWS:- The computer
system is not a simple machine. It is
like a very modern and highly
complex calculator. It can do all the
functions at a speedy rate and also
helps us to search and progress in
our homes and businesses. A
computer can therefore be called a
calculator with a twist for not only
does it perform fast calculations, but
it also has other special charac
teristics. The computer has
thoroughly changed the way we
witness things, with its special auto
correcting tools, which work with all
languages, all logic and all subjects.
Humans have always attempted to
find new ways to perform different
tasks easily with least efforts. For
this, new technologies have been
developed and are still being
developed, one of which is the
technology of Artificial Intelligence.
Though the concept of artificial

intelligence
originated way back
around the 1950s,
the field still
requires a lot of
research and
SPITI SARKAR
development even in Advocate, High Court of Delhi
the developed
economies of the world. The idea
that humans could, at some point,
develop machines that actually
“think” for themselves and act
autonomously has been embedded in
our literature and culture since the
beginning of civilization. Artificial
intelligence is a branch of computer
science that aims to create
intelligent machines. It has become
an essential part of the technolo gy
industry. Research associated with
artificial intelli gence is highly
technical and specialized. Artificial
Intelligence can augur the creation
of legal documents and formats
based upon raw data. It can also
provide strategic guidance in case
histories by going through the old
case records and determining for
example what are the cases in which
settlement compromise can be
arrived at. It spots designs, patterns
and trends in raw data and then
describes those findings in natural
language. Applying the similar
technique, legal documents can be
produced, and such systems could
also carry out many tasks given to
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the paralegals junior associates.
The Computers are a gift of science
to mankind. Machine perception
deals with the capability to use
sensory inputs to deduce the
different aspects of the world, while

answers to the otherwise
straightforward questions like,
“Who is the author of a painting
made by machine using Intellectual
Property Rights as a tool deals with
the entire gamut of copyright,

computer vision is the power to
nalyze visual inputs with a few subproblems such as facial, object and
gesture recognition. The advantage
of computers can also be seen in the
fact that they might just be able to
improve administration through the
world. By providing daily accurate
information to the administration
departments, computers may
change the way decisions are taken
across the globe. Keeping all the
above mentioned things in mind, we
must accept that if used the right
way. An Indian legal system is not
defined to confront problems arising
with the rapid development of
Artificial intelligence. The challenge
is that our legal system doesn’t have

trademarks, patents and industrial
design. Herein our focus will be on
copyright, trademarks and patents.
Copyright or (author ’s right)
encapsulates the rights creators
have over their literary and artistic
works. Works covered by copyright
range from books, music, paintings,
sculpture and films to computer
programs, databases , technical
drawings and the like. A Copyright
protects the Expression of an Idea
and Artistic Works. The Copyright
aspect would protect the following
realms of Artificial Intelligence
namely compilation of data, source
code, data sets as programmed into
the AI device, as all these fall within
the ambit of “Artistic Works”.
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Copyright. Copyrights also have the
potential to protect machineoriginated work such as new music.
The lacunae herein are that most
copyright statutes internationally
do not clearly define who owns
machine generated work. This could
be ascribed as a drawback owing to
Artificial Intelligence as because
Artificial Intelligence devices are
programmed to work without
human intervention, just by feeding
algorithms into the device.
A
Trademark is unique and is defined
as a sign to identify the source origin
of goods and services. It may consist
of a combination of letter, words,
sounds or logos that distinguish one
company’s goods and services from
another. A strong trademark
adoption will propel Artificial
Intelligence Companies to
differentiate their products from
competitors and act as a safety
shield from passing off or
infringement of trademarks.
Patents – A patent is an exclusive
right granted for an invention for a
certain time limit which is a product
or a process that provides in general,
a new way of doing something, or
offers a new technical solution to a
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problem. In order to obtain patent
technical information about the
invention must be disclosed to the
public in a patent application.
Patents regarding Artificial
Intelligence mechanisms are
difficult to obtain. The date on which
the patent is filed assumes prime
importance as an early “Priority
date is most vital in view of the
principle “First to file the Patent
“.Practical implementation gives a
fillip to patentability- For example
AI tools treating a physical object
such as a medical device.
Though India is making fast
progress regarding technology, the
scientists are yet to discover full
potential and utilization of this
technology. Some independent
bodies exist with an aim to research
and create machinery underlying
the thought of intelligent behaviour.
Indian innovations are yet to be
implemented with this technique.
The Centre for Artificial Intelligence
and Robotics, which is a branch of
DRDO, has developed the Network
Traffic Analysis Software (NETRA).
This software has capabilities to
intercept and analyze the internet
traffic via specified filters.
Currently, this software is being
used by RAW, IB, state-level law
enforcement agencies and is piloted
by Ministry of Home Affairs. There is
a need to realize the true potential of
the Artificial Intelligence technology
and implement it judiciously in
different fields like defense, sports,
infrastructure, etc.
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India among top 'forced marriage' nations
PROBE NEWS : A unit of Britain’s
foreign and home offices dealing
with cases of forced marriage when
one or both spouses do not consent to
marriage and involve at least one
UK citizen has reported that India
was among its top four countries of
focus during 2017. The Forced
Marriage Unit (FMU) dealt with 82
cases linked to India. Pakistan leads
the list with 439 cases, followed by
Bangladesh (129) and Somalia (91),
according to latest figures. Cases
involving forced marriages often
involve immigration issues, in which
one potential spouse is a UK citizen
and the other is a foreign citizen. The
cases also include individuals being
taken to a foreign country on the
pretext of a holiday and then forced
to marry. “The proportion of cases
linked to India in 2017 was similar to
2016. There was a higher proportion
of older victims as well as male
victims this is most likely due to the
fact that many of these cases were
reluctant sponsors,” a the FMU note
said. It noted that the cases are not
broken down by religion: “(No) major
faith in the UK advocates forced
marriage. It is also important to note
that freely given consent is a
prerequisite of Christian, Jewish,
Hindu, Muslim and Sikh marria
ges.” Of the 82 India-linked cases, 53
involved females and 29 involved
males. The largest number of cases

29 were reported from London,
followed by the West Midlands (14)
and the East Midlands (12), which
have a large population of Indian
origin in cities such as Leicester,
Wolver Hampton and Birmingham.
Official sources say a forced
marriage is one in which one or both
spouses do not (or, in the case of some
adults with learning or physical
disabilities or mental incapacity,
cannot) consent to the marriage and
violence, threats, or any other form
of coercion is involved. “Coercion
may include emotional force, physi
cal force or the threat of physical
force, and, financial pressure. In an
arranged marriage, both parties
have consented to the union but can
still refuse to marry if they choose
to,” the statistical note added. The
pressure put on people to marry
against their will can be physical
(including threats, actual physical
violence and sexual violence) or
emotional and psychological (for
example, when someone is made to
feel like they’re bringing shame on
their family). Financial abuse
(taking your wages or not giving you
any money) can also be a factor. Set
up in January 2005, the FMU
operates both inside the UK, where
support is provided to any indivi
dual, and overseas, where consular
assistance is provided to British
nationals, including dual nationals.
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Indian Railways women safety 'Panic Button'
PROBE NEWS : With a view to
strengthening the security of women
passengers in trains, the North
Eastern Railway (NER) plans to
deploy women police personnel on
trains during night hours as well as
install ‘panic buttons’ in coaches.
Since the railways are focusing on
“women and child safety” this year, it
plans the deployment of women
police personnel in sub-urban trains
during night hours besides
recruitment of women in the RPF
among others, chief PRO of NER,
Sanjay Yadav told. With reports of
mis happenings
with women

travelling alone in trains, the
railways also propose to have ‘panic
buttons’ in the coaches which will be
linked with the guard coach, Yadav
said.” These buttons, placed at
convenient spots for easy reach of
women travelers above the electric

switches, when pressed will denote
the coach where there is an
emergency and the railway staff
present in the train will be informed
to promptly attend to the emergency,
Yadav said. Currently, women
passengers have to depend on either
on helpline numbers by call or SMS,
or on chain-pulling in emergency
situation, but with this system
immediate action can be taken, he
said. Among the other measures
proposed to ensure women safety are
having a different color on the
coaches earmarked for women for
easy identification, wire mesh in
windows of ladies coaches. “Work on
these proposals was going on and
there are chances that the one
pertaining to ‘panic button’ will take
shape this year itself,” he added.
Railways also propose a month-wise
calendar of activities with the focus
on women security and gender
sensitization and upgradation of allIndia security helpline.
It also
proposes CCTV cameras in women
coaches of suburban trains with live
feed if possible, CCTV cameras on
platforms to cover ladies’ coaches
during halt of trains, the
amendment in the Railways Act to
ensure enhanced punishment for
offences pertaining to women, he
said. It also intends special drive
under the Railways Act to prosecute
offenders, Yadav added.
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INDORE IS THE CLEANEST CITY IN INDIA

PROBE NEWS : Indore has
bagged the title of the cleanest city in
India, followed by Bhopal and
Chandigarh, according to a
government cleanliness survey.
Hardeep Singh Puri, the Minister
for Housing and Urban Affairs
announced the results under the
Swachh Survekshan 2018 at the
National Media Centre. He also
congratulated the winners. The
Swatch Survekshan 2018, which
was organized by the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), under the aegis of the
Swatch Bharat Mission (Urban)
assessed 4,203 Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs). The exercise, undertaken
between January 4 to March 10
enhanced the scope to cover a record
number of ULBs impacting around
40 crore urban citizens across the
country by 2,700 assessors. As
compared to 2017, where Swatch
Survekshan was conducted in 434
cities, for this year, the scope was

enhanced manifold. Compared to
the previous surveys, this year’s
exercise allocated substantial
weightage to the feedback from
citizens based on their daily experi
ence. Jharkhand was adjudged the
best-performing state in the survey
followed by Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh. As per the Swatch
Survekshan 2018, a record number
of 37.66 lakh citizen feedbacks were
collected and 53.58 lakh Swachhata
apps were downloaded. The total
number of interactions on the
Swachhata app by citizens were
around 1.18 crore. According to the
survey report, Vijayawada is the
cleanest among big cities having
more than one million populations
while Mysore has emerged as the
cleanest among cities with
population of three lakhs to one
million. In 2016, the survey was
conducted in 73 cities having a
population of one million or more
and the capital city of states or union
territories.
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Lovers Friendly Airlines
PROBE NEWS: Ever wish you
could choose your seatmate during a
long flight? Russia’s UTair Airlines
will allow its passengers to pick who
they sit beside. The company will
tool up its mobile application with a
new option so that UTair clientele
can see the gender of co-passengers
on the seat selection page. The step
will reportedly help travelers find
love in the air. “Aviation is not only
about planes and airports, it’s also
about romance. UTair wants to
remind the travelers of that,” said
the company’s marketing VicePresident Alina Shcherbinina.
According to the marketing boss,
passengers have started to ask the
company’s help desk to find fellow
passengers more and more often.
Shcherbinina said that both men
and women feel shy when it comes to

meeting someone sitting next to
them. “So, the company allows
customers to choose a seat
beforehand and find themselves
next to someone who has been
waiting for that right person,” she
added. Utair is Russia’s thirdlargest airline by passenger traffic
volume. The company has flown
around 1.13 million people this year
through January.
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FRIEND LOCATOR - LYNQ
PROBE NEWS: If you’ve ever
been hiking or skiing, or gone to a
music festival or state fair, you know
how easy it is to lose track of your
friends, and the usually ridiculous
exchange of “I’m by the big thing”type messages. Lynq is a gadget that
fixes this problem with an ultrasimple premise: it simply tells you
how far and in what direction your
friends are, no data connection
required. Apart from a couple of
extra little features, that’s really all

get farther away, broadening out to a
full circle as you get within a few
feet. Up to 12 can link up, and they
should work up to three miles from
each other (more under some
circumstances). The single button
switches between people you’re
tracking and activates the device’s
few features. You can create a
“home” location that linked devices
can point toward, and also set a safe
zone (a radius from your device) that
warns you if the other one leaves it.

it does. The peanut-shaped devices
use a combination of GPS and
kinetic positioning to tell where you
are and where any linked Lynqs are.
No pins on a map, no coordinates, no
turn-by-turn directions. Just a
vector accurate to within a couple of
feet that works anywhere outdoors.
The little blob that points in their
direction moves around as quick as a
compass, and gets smaller as they

And you can send basic preset
messages like meet up or help. It’s
great for outdoors activities with
friends, but think about how helpful
it could be for tracking kids or pets,
for rescue workers, for making sure
dementia sufferers don’t wander too
far. The military seems to have liked
it as well; U.S. Pacific Command did
some testing with the Thai Ministry
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of Defense and found that it helped
soldiers find each other much faster
while radio silent, and also helped
them get into formation for a search
mission quicker. All the officers
involved were impressed. Super
intuitive to operate, and was totally
accurate and responsive. It’s clear
the team put a lot of effort into
making it simple but effective there’s
been a lot of work behind the scenes.
Because the devices send their GPS
coordinates directly to each other,
the team created a special
compression algorithm just for that
data because if you want fine GPS,
that’s actually quite a few digits that
need to be sent along. But after
compression it’s just a couple of
bytes, making it possible to send it
more frequently and reliably than if
you’d just blasted out the original
data. The display turns off

41

MAY-2018

PROBE

automatically when you let it go to
hang by its little clip, saving battery,
but it’s always receiving the data, so
there’s no lag when you flip it up the
screen comes on and boom. The only
real issue is that the single-button
interface, while great for normal
usage, is pretty annoying for stuff
like entering names and navigating
menus. You can understand why
they kept it simple, and usually it
won’t be a problem, but there you go.
Lynq is doing a pre-order campaign
on Indiegogo, which you tend to
avoid, but can tell you for sure that
this is a real, working thing that
anyone who spends much time with
friend’s outdoors will find extremely
useful. They’re selling for $154 per
pair, which is pretty reasonable, and
since that price will probably jump
significantly later, go for it and have
a pair for yourself.
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Involvement in India will be investigated: Cambridge Analytica
PROBE NEWS: Cambridge
Analytica (CA), the data consultancy
firm at the heart of a fake news
investigation in the UK, has said
that all its activities around the
world, including in India, will be
investigated and reported on. A
spokesperson for the company said
that while CA was focussed purely
on the US market, its global arm
SCL Elections handled other
regions. “All the national issues and
national associations are part and
parcel of the independent
investigation. Rest assured, India,
Kenya, Nigeria, all the other
countries that SCL has been
working in historically, will be
investigated and reported on as part
of the independent investigation,” he
told reporters during a press
conference here today. The press
conference came soon after an
academic associated with the
company, Aleksandr Kogan, gave his
evidence to the UK Parliament’s
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS) Committee on its ongoing
investigation into fake news.
Kogan’s company, Global Science
Research (GSR), developed a
Facebook app that reportedly
collected data from people who
signed up to use the app as well as
information from their Facebook
friends, without the explicit
approval of all involved. He accused
CA’s now-suspended CEO Alexander
Nix of “total fabrication” when it

came to denying the links between
Cambridge Analytica and GSR’s
data. DCMS Committee chair
Damian Collins said that Nix had
told the committee in February that
CA never received data from Kogan’s
company GSR, which did not have
“much credibility any more given his
own testimony today. In a post on
Twitter later, the 28 year old also
named the Janata Dal (United) as a
client during the 2010 Bihar
elections and revealed some caste
surveys carried out in Uttar Pradesh
by SCL India the parent company of
CA. “I’ve been getting a lot of
requests from Indian journalists, so
here are some of SCL’s past projects
in India. To the most frequently
asked question yes SCL/CA works in
India and has offices there. This is
what modern colonialism looks like,”
Wylie had tweeted. His message
included documents which indicate
that SCL India boasted a database of
“over 600 districts and 7 lakh
villages, which is constantly being
updated”. Its reach in India is said to
include a head office in Ghaziabad,
with nine regional offices in
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Cuttack,
Guwahati, Hyderabad, Indore,
Kolkata, Patna and Pune. India’s so
big that one state can be as big as
Britain. But they do have offices
there, they do have staff there,” he
had said, offering to provide more
“documentation” to the committee
on CA’s India links.
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PROBE NEWS : Cambridge
Analytica, the firm embroiled in a
controversy over its handling of
Facebook Inc (FB.O) user data, and
its British parent SCL Elections Ltd,
are shutting down immediately after
suffering a sharp drop in business,
The company will begin bankruptcy
proceedings, it said, after losing
clients and facing mounting legal
fees resulting from the scandal over
reports the company harvested
personal data about millions of
Facebook users beginning in 2014.
“The siege of media coverage has
driven away virtually all of the
Company’s customers and
suppliers,” the statement said. “As a
result, it has been determined that it
is no longer viable to continue
operating the business, which left
Cambridge Analytica with no
realistic alternative to placing the
company into administration.”
Allegations of the improper use of
data for 87 million Facebook users
by Cambridge Analytica, which was
hired by President Donald Trump’s
2016 U.S. election campaign, has
hurt the shares of the world’s biggest
social network and prompted
multiple official investigations in
the United States and Europe. “Over
the past several months, Cambridge
Analytica has been the subject of
numerous unfounded accusations
and, despite the company’s efforts to
correct the record, has been vilified
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for activities that are not only legal,
but also widely accepted as a
standard component of online
advertising in both the political and
commercial arenas,” the company’s
statement said. The firm is shutting
down effective employees have been
told to turn in their computers, The
Cambridge Analytica sign had been
removed from the reception area of
its London offices At SCL’s
Washington, D.C. office. After the
announcement, Britain’s data
regulator said it would continue civil
and criminal investigations of the
firm and will pursue “individuals
and directors as appropriate”
despite the shutdown. “We will also
monitor closely any successor
companies using our powers to audit
and inspect, to ensure the public is
safeguarded,” a spokeswoman for
the Information Commissioner’s
Office said in a statement.
Cambridge Analytica was created
around 2013 initially with a focus on
U.S. elections, with $15 million in
backing from billionaire Republican
donor Robert Mercer and a name
chosen by future Trump White
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House adviser Steve Bannon.
Cambridge Analytica marketed
itself as a provider of consumer
research, targeted advertising and
other data-related services to both
political and corporate clients. After
Trump won the White House in
2016, in part with the firm’s help,
Cambridge Analytica CEO
Alexander Nix went to more clients
to pitch his services. The company
boasted it could develop
psychological profiles of consumers
and voters which was a “secret
sauce” it used to sway them more
effectively than traditional
advertising could. One unanswered
question in Special Counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation into whether
there was any collusion between
Trump’s campaign and Russia is
whether Russia’s Internet Research
Agency or Russian intelligence used
data Cambridge Analytica obtained
from Facebook or other sources to
help target and time messages
during the campaign that were antiHillary Clinton, pro-Trump and
politically and racially divisive.
Bannon was a former vice president
of the London-based firm, and
Mueller has asked it to provide
internal documents about how its
data and analyses were used in the
Trump campaign, according to
sources familiar with the
investigation. Facebook said it
expects to discover and announce
more “instances of misuse of user
data or other undesirable activity by
third parties,” according to a filing
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Thursday with the Securities and
Exchange Commission. The media
may uncover foul play before
Facebook does, the company also
said. Either way, “the discovery of
the foregoing may negatively affect
user trust and engagement, harm
our reputation and brands, and
adversely affect our business and
financial results,” the social-media
giant said in the filing. This could
also expose Facebook to more
regulatory risk, fines and penalties,
beyond the scrutiny that’s already
led Chief Executive Officer Mark
Zuckerberg to testify to Congress, it
warned in the filing covering results
from the first quarter of 2018. All
public companies list potential risks
in regulatory filings, often repeating
the same ones from quarter to
quarter. Facebook updated its risk
section as the company audits how
outside developers use its social
network and cuts off some access to
data. The ongoing process is testing
Facebook’s developer relationships.
The filing came a day after Facebook
announced its earnings, passing
expectations for sales and user
growth, and showing that its
advertising machine is so far
unscathed. The shares soared.
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PROBE NEWS : A week after 10,000
litres of molasses flowed into the
Beas river from the Chadha Sugar
Mill in Gurdaspur causing
widespread ecological damage, the
Punjab Pollution Control Board
(PPCB) fined the mill management
Rs 5 crore. The sugar mill which was
shut down on 17 May, a day after the
spillage, will remain closed, said a
PPCB order issued. Holding the
mill’s management responsible for
the spillage, the PPCB also ordered
initiation of criminal proceedings
against the concerned persons after
investigation. All these units are run

PROBE

by the same set of owners. “The
ecological degradation will take
years to regenerate. PPCB rejected
the mill’s claim that it was forced to
store molasses in an unsecure
underground tank because it was
under pressure from the govern
ment to crush large quantities of
sugarcane. The committee has been
asked to submit its report within 10
days. The sugar mill is owned by,
among others, Jasdeep Kaur
Chadha, a prominent liquor
contractor of Punjab. She is related
to Paramjit Sarna, a religious
adviser to chief minister Captain
Amarinder Singh.

India Allows In-Flight Data And Mobile Services
P R O B E N E W S : Te l e c o m
Commission today approved a
proposal for allowing mobile
phone calls and internet services
in domestic and international
flights in India, with certain
riders, an official said. Telecom
Commission - the highest decision
making body of telecom
department - also approved
regulator TRAI’s recommendations on internet telephony
Another proposal that received
approval entails creation of an
ombudsman to deal with telecom
grievances, telecom secretary
Aruna Sundararajan told repor
ters. The ombudsman will be set
up under TRAI and will require

amendment to the TRAI Act.
Nearly 10 million grievances are
received per quarter in telecom
sector, she said adding the new
mechanism of ombudsman will
lead to a better and satisfactory
consumer grievance redressal
system.
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First Women DGP Transferred
PROBE NEWS : Karnataka
Director General of Police (DGP)
Neelamani Raju, who had
reportedly miffed West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee during
HD Kumaraswamy’s swearing-in
ceremony outside the Vidhan
Soudha has been transferred. An
official of the state home ministry
denied any political reason and said

While proceeding towards the
seating area, Mamata was seen in
conversation with other leaders
present there, in a disturbed
manner, but went on to greet the
dignitaries at the dais and the
audience at the venue, after
apparently being pacified by Deve
Gowda and other leaders. Senior
IPS officer Neelamani N Raju has

that transfers are a regular
occurrence in the police department.
Notably, Neelamani Raju is the first
woman DG-IGP of Karnataka.
Raju forced Mamata to walk a
short distance to reach the Vidhana
Soudha (state assembly) for the oath
taking ceremony. Following this, the
TMC supremo had also expressed
discontentment to former prime
minister H D Deve Gowda and his
son Kumaraswamy. Video of the
incident also went viral on social
media showing Mamata gesturing
her dismay to the female top cop.

taken charge as the first woman
Director General of Police of
Karnataka last year on November
1. Soon after assuming charge,
Raju said her ascendance to the top
post had boosted the morale of
other women IPS officers in the
state. An IPS officer of 1983 batch,
57-year-old Raju had replaced
Rupak Kumar Dutta. Though there
were other claimants for the post,
the government gave preference to
the seniority. Her husband D N
Narasimha Raju had retired as
principal secretary to the chief
minister in 2016.
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POLICE FIRE ON COMMON MAN
Tamilnadu Boiling
PROBE NEWS : The Madras
High Court on Friday issued notice
to the Tamil Nadu govt over plea for
CBI probe into Tuticorin firing. The
court also directed the government
to restore internet services in the
area. The death toll from police
firing at Tuticorin went up to 13,
even as cases were registered
against Opposition leaders,
including DMK's M K Stalin and
actor-politician Kamal Haasan for
defying probibitory orders, officials
said. Over 100 people were arrested
for protesting police firing 3 dead.
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

leader Kanimozhi and other
Opposition members in Tamil Nadu
were detained in Chennai during a
dawn-to-dusk shutdown to condemn
the police firing on anti-Sterlite
protestors in Thoothukudi, Security
was stepped up across Thoothukudi
city, and around 20,000 security
personnel were deployed in sensitive
areas. Earlier, the Madurai bench of
the Madras High Court had issued
an interim stay on the expansion of
the plant. In April, the pollution
control board had rejected the
Ve d a n t a o w n e d s m e l t e r ' s
application to renew its licence to
operate beyond March 31.

JUDICIAL PROBE : The Tamil Nadu government has appointed former
Madras high court judge Aruna Jagadeesan to probe the violence and
consequent police firing in which 13 people were killed. Hours after police
opened fire to quell a rampaging mob in Tuticorin in the wake of protests
against a Sterlite copper unit, chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswami
announced that a judicial probe would be ordered into the protests that
turned violent and ended in police firing.
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TRUE MUSLIM
PROBE NEWS : A Muslim man
broke his Ramzan fast to donate
blood to an eight year old patient of
Thalassemia. Punit, a resident of
Gopalaganj, was rushed to the
hospital a sudden drop in
haemoglobin. He required
immediate blood transfusion, but
neither the blood bank at the
hospital have his blood group nor
was any of his relatives’ blood group
A+. However, Punit’s father,
Bhupendra Kumar, was later told
to contact a blood donation society.
Bhupendra reached out to Anwar
Hussain, a member of the District

Blood Donor Team (DBDT), who
then contacted fellow member
Jawed Alam, whose blood group
was A+. Jawed rushed to the
hospital only to find that the staff
refused to take his blood as he was
fasting. “Jawed decided to break
his fast to be able to donate blood.
Donating blood while fasting does
not break one’s fast, as a substance
is leaving your body. The fast is
broken only when one consumes
something. Although, people often
break their fast when they donate
blood as they are often given
something to drink afterwards.

India should help Bangladesh
PROBE NEWS : Bangladeshi
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said
that India should help Bangladesh
to interact with Myanmar for
repatriation of Rohingya Muslims.
Sheikh Hasina, who was speaking
at the convocation ceremony in
Visva Bharati University, sought
India's help to interact with
Myanmar. PM Modi, who is the
'acharya' or chancellor of the Visva
Bharati University, inaugurated
the Bangladesh Bhavan, a "symbol
of cultural ties between India and
Bangladesh", with Hasina. The
Bhavan has been constructed by
Bangladesh in the campus.
Rohingyas have taken shelter in
Bangladesh. We've given them a

place on humanitarian grounds.
We want them to return to their
country as early as possible. I
request you to help us to interact
with Myanmar so that they take
Rohingyas back," said Sheikh
Hasina. Sheikh Hasina claimed
greater right over Nobel laureate
Rabindranath Tagore after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi hailed
him as 'a global citizen'. "Rabindra
nath Tagore belongs to both the
countries because he has written
the national anthems of both the
nations. He wrote most of his poems
in Bangladesh and that is why we
can claim a greater right over him, "
Sheikh Hasina said.

